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How are your heifers doing?
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warm disease

*Energy expenditure by a warm, health calf- ideal

*Energy expenditure by a sick, cold calf- inefficient



RESPIRATORY

SCOURS

¢ Clear eyes and nose
* No cough

Normal temperature

{(38-39°C or 100-102°F

¢ Clean hindquarters
* Well formed faeces

nmc-va'ure
¢ 100-102
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¢ Discharge from eyes and nose

* Cough on movement

High temperature
(»39.5°C or 103°F)

¢ Dirty hindquarters
* Loose faeces

Vanable temperature

hrorm st o bt bry Uniae

LATE SIGNS
OF DISEASE

* Dull » Reluctant to stand unaided
* Off milk

* Severe discharge with pus
¢ Frequent coughing/wheezing

High temperature
{(>39.5°C or 103° F)

* Wet hindquarters » Hair loss
* Dehydrated « Watery faeces

Variable temperature
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SUCKLER HERDS AND COLOSTRUM
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What is colostrum and why is it important?

Colostrum is formed in | ate pregnancy and is the fi
ergy, protein, fat, vitamins and mineral s, Fnnunb ur ni oegnl
bi ologically active compounds. Within the veterinar
vital for the growth and devel opment of the ndonat ¢
health as it develops into an adult and joins the &
the dam to the calf through the colostrum amsd ohwenl p
i mmune system is stildl developing and it is vulnere
l ostrum intake has been quantified by some studies
and money spent treating disease and the poor gr owt

o

nt colost‘"\‘rum at birth
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3 Qs of colostrum

Quantity

5% of bodyweight e.g. 2-3L per feed. Feeding via
teat feeder is best but a stomach tube should be
used if the calf will not suck

Quality

Beef colostrum tends to be of good quality—

heifers and cows calving early may have poorer
quality colostrum. Use first milking as this has the .
highest levels of antibodies and nutrients

Quickly

Calves should stand and suckle within 2 hours of | ~ = S =

calving—if not the dam should be restrainedand = Someti mes calves are born wit
the calf assisted. be due to aci dasmmgadbf . bQungka
these calves can help to ensur
—Treat ments can include an inj
a techniqgue known as the Madi

The calf will need a second feed 6 to 8 hours later
if it is unable to suckle unassisted

What can affect a beef calfés colostrum intake?

Despite what many may believe, poor dam nutrition i
antibody concentration of colostrum and it is unkno
nutrition is still wvital for other things su8h as &
which can help avoid problems with dystocia seen in
so it should not be ignored. Studies have shown t ha
calf first sucking (including dam parity, udder and
on passive transfer of i mmunity to the calf. Not su
the calf to nurse from and are associated with impr

How can we ensure beef calves receive enough colostrum?

Many times advice regarding colostrum management i s
has shown that there is differences and often the a
search has demonstrated that for calves that are qu
approxi m6emyn@bes to suck 4. 1% of their birthweigh
hours old they will have consumed a further 1. 2kg o

For calves that experience a difficul t& bdiarmish , hadvoe nto
that point down or inward the risk of failure of pa
woul d benefit from assistance. Fromua kpreactciad &1 5 r
weight in colostrum using a tube feeder within 21hr
ond feed 6 to 8 hours helps to ensure successful p a
situation with a vigorous calf



With a | ot of focus on | ambing time, scanning perc.
get that a | ot of it starts now with preparing the
condition possible for mating allows for more fert
stronger | ambs and higher milk yield.

Body condition

One of the key parameters vets often use to assess

Wei ght alone is a difficult metric to assess an an

and age to determine if it is an appropriate weight
ani mal simply wusing our hands, and it tells us dire
t on Unl i ke cat tél ef,| edeucee ,t oy aduh ec asrhrecetp vi sually asses:
do get an unwelcome surprise at clipping time when
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The spinous and Spinous processes are sharp | Spinous processes are Pressure is needed to find The spine and transverse
transverse processes are and prominent. Muscles are | smooth and round. Muscles | the spinous processes. processes cannot be felt but a
sharp and prominent. Loin | full but have little fat cover. | are full with moderate fat Muscles are full and fat cover | dimple can be seen over the
muscle is shallow with no | The ends of the transverse cover. The transverse is thick. The transverse spine. The muscles are very full
fat cover. Ribs are clearly | processes are smooth and processes can be felt by processes cannot be felt. Ribs | with dense fat cover. Ribs are
visible slightly rounded. Some ribs | applying firm pressure. Ribs | are not seen. not visible and are covered with
can be seen. Thereisasmall | are barely seen; an even excessive fat.
amount of fat cover. Ribs layer of fat covers them.
are still felt. Spaces between ribs are felt
using pressure.
the loin.
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Culling ewes ensures that only ewes that are fit
and health are retained for the next breeding

Ewe Mortality and Culling

year. The most common causes of culling are:
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our in July. Téhlevdaghmelarmranyei wiat h

Three older ewes were brought ' Jalk | = due
# ,

ing thebat taléaspipceavr ance. The most ed
was humanely euthanized due to ) ; S ¢
ed a post mortem examination on : rery
and the carcass overall was extrgl : ' esti
aneamic and the abdomem wasdfi dali lolo
ascites. olTihveerewsehsowed some scarr i% s f
fection but no current fluke pro 5 U m
opened up and |l ots of visible ’1 e NS
stomach contents. These wor ms we S €
tortus, o& pbkebwobmr A sampl e duc
faecal egg count to quantify t h e[l _,‘g ]oal res
64,000 high! This is due to the &t t"hat female wc
astoni shilnbg 05,0000 gs per day. With adult worms abl
of 5000 worms can mean a sheep |l oosing @&@5emitiof bl
vol ume can be consumed within 17 days!
Hi storically Haemonchus has only been
East of England and wuntil recent years
to have avoided seeing this nematode n
ning out. The frequency of reportss and
pole worm is on the increase and this
er conditions and sheep movements.
Haemonchosis (the syndrome caused by Haemonchus
acute infectionsc aused by | arge numbers of | arvae bein
ani mals become weak and are |ikely to coll apse
severe anemaia associated with the blood suckin
Unl i ke many ot h-edi aworrhno esap eicsi ensot often seen and
sub-acute infections 6o t-jt dowe sul t s from | ow protein and i s
Chronic infectionsar e usually | ess dramatic but still
poor ®OGCS&jtdwnd weakness due to anaemi a.
When haemonchus is found on farm, extra monitoring
trol strategy to try and minimise its impact on prc
do not develop a strong immunity to haemonchus and
overwhel m the animals ability to respond. There is
mate and management systems by changing its over win
inhibited | arvae over winter to one where eggs suryv

ingested the next season.



Treatment

Haemonchus can be treapted rwimt womonetr

sbr{aovdnd t e, yell o\

as nagspeowtrum products that cdht Soflhobheslt anteloxya.id
haemonchus has a talent for developing resistance t
sively studied trichostrongylid nematode with respe
particularly adept at developing resistance to worn
and its quick |ifecycle in optimum conditions. This
is not a sustainable strategy and instead ani mal s n
was developed in South Africa for rapid assessment
vide an indicator of the relative anaemia of the an
Control and management

QUARANTINE

Quarantine treatments are always your first | ine of

treatdonmgi ng sheep will remove susceptible parasites
Ant hel minti—ootseabméneat ment

Gol d Silver Bronze
4-AD (orange)
5-S 1 (purpl e)
Mox (or al dr enjch)

FIl ukicide treatment
Clostant el On arrival +6 weeks
Nitroxyni.l On arrival +7 weeks
Triclabendazol|eOn+arciiBEdalant el [+ 7 weCdkosst antel / ni t{r o:
nitroxyni |
Monitoring Faecal Egg Counts
The first sign that there may be a problem can be a
and mapping areas of infection. On farms that are a
where infection |l evels are high can aid the devel op
Monitoring stock
Monitoring body condition and using the FAMCHA scor
treatment is the mainstay of control where the para
equi pment can al so monitor for weight change i n ewe
ings of an impending challenging.
Vaccination
Barbervax is a commercially available vaccine | icen
been used successfully. | t idnicd dgedre s almit glgelhsv elf s hafn
results in gradual weakening of the adult worms, a
wor ms. This helps to |imit the I mpact on perfor manc
doses followed by boosters every six weeks to six n



Monitoring Livestock Health: Understanding Vital Signs
and Preventing Pneumonia

As we approach the winter mon mu s
vigilant in monitoring the he, Est o
key aspects of maintaining a ock
the normal vital signs of you 'y
perature and respirat.i n at e ear
ness, including pneumoni

Normal Vital Signs for Common Livestock

Normal Respiration
: Normal Tempera- :
Animal ture (°C) Rate (Breaths per Mi-

nute)
Cows 38.-89. 2650
Goats 38.-39. 1530
Sheep 38.-39. 1634

Alpacas 37 .-%8. 1030
(METHET 37 .-58. 1030

Pigs 38.-39. 1530
Chickens 40 -462. 1530

Recognizing the Signs of Pneumonia

Pneumoni a, an infection of the |l ungs, can affect al
during the colder months. Early detection and pr omp
comes Here are some common signs of pneumonia to w

Increased Respiratory Rate: On e Coughing: Per s i st e n tNasal Discharge:CI| e ar

of the first signscofugmnegmomiaati sadmalkr |l gi saoahar ge me
increase in breathigm@umpatod, awhimah gr esant beaanhi cker
can be accompaniedelayllyabhordead at orooédrmepusatofyen
breathing or diffidcwlftextiimncate¢himadgasouhd i nfectior
breath. moi st or dry, depgnding on

the stage of the disease.
Fever:El evat ed body tLethapgy and Pepression: Isolation from the Herd or
ture is a hall mar k Aofi manh fse avti it d'n p nElocki&mick ani mal s
your animal's tempefdtemnr apipraabadedepasatde themsel ve
t he nor mal range i mwdithatdedriermastelie abeeggi bep, appear:i
table, it could beralsicgmnafe pomembe@ceestad in usual
nia or another infgetmicomrl l et hargy.
Risk Factors for Pneumonia in Winter
Several factors contribute to the increased risk of
press the immune system, making animals more suscerg
tect |livestock fromPexrt r\enet iclodtdi amdc avn ndlef i ni tely
herds and flocks. While shelter is important, good
and ammonia in barns, which can irritate the Qveesrpir
crowded conditions can increase the spread of respi
to avoid cl ose contRapti damrcd arngdkewsc @ ns ttreengpe.r at ur e, s u
war mer days, can stress animals and increase the ri
Stressful events such as weaning and transportation
pneumonia; Young or recently weaned animals are par
exposure to new pathogens.



