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Latest Status of Bluetongue
(BTV) in England & Why
Vaccination Matters

‘We want to use this newsletter to update you on the current Bluetongue situation

in England and explain why vaccination should form a key part of your herd or

flock biosecurity plan.

The Current Situation: What’s happening with

Bluetongue?
This month Lauren hosted |

North Elmham Young Farmers’ The risk of onward spread by biting midges (disease vectors) in many parts of
Club for a tour of the practice England is now assessed as very low, due to falling temperatures and low midge
and talk about farm animal first numbers. However odd days of warmer weather, as seen in November, can still

aid. Thank you to everyone who increase midge numbers and risk disease spread. Bluetongue virus circulated

attended for their enthusiasm throughout the UK over the summer and predictions show that it will persist in

high circulation next midge season.

and questions!

The prevalence of vaccination in England sadly remains very low: less than 3 % of the nation’s ruminant livestock are
thought to be vaccinated. However vaccination provides benefits that can last for a whole year, providing the only available
protection against the disease. If your flock or herd received their initial vaccination course this time last year, they will be
due a booster now.

In short: BTV is here to stay, the vector season is winding down but the disease is still present in the UK and poses a risk, so

vaccination remains important.

Why Vaccination is Important

Here are the main reasons why we strongly recommend considering vaccination for your herd or flock:

@) Significant welfare and production losses

In sheep, BT'V-3 has been shown to have a high fatality rate as well as impacting fertility, causing birth defects, stillbirths
and reducing growth rates.

In cattle, the clinical signs may be less dramatic, but impacts include poor fertility, abortions, stillbirths and
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Animals infected during gestation (pregnancy) can have stillborn, deformed,

sub-clinical losses.

smaller or sickly offspring.

There is no specific antiviral treatment; management is supportive only.

b) Vaccination belps reduce risk

Although vaccination does not guarantee zero infection (because the virus is
spread by midges) it significantly reduces the risk of severe disease, and

therefore protects animal welfare, productivity and trade-ability.

For example, trials/vector-data in Europe showed much lower mortality in
vaccinated flocks compared to unvaccinated.

The UK industry campaign “Battle Bluetongue” emphasises vaccination and
farm-specific risk assessment.
¢) Vaccination supports trade and movement confidence

With movement restrictions (e.g. zones, licences) triggered by confirmed
cases throughout 2025, vaccinated herds help reduce business risk and

facilitate movement.

The cost of a disease outbreak (lost productivity, direct losses and trading
limitations) can easily exceed the cost of preventive vaccination.
d) Timing is key

Immunity takes time to develop; delaying vaccination until after confirmed

spread may be too late.

Given that midges may become active earlier in the season than expected,
now (outside the peak vector season) is a sensible time to begin vaccination

or provide booster cover.

Biosecurity & vector control

‘Whilst vaccination is the best prevention measure, additional measures can
help:

* Reducing midge exposure (housing at dawn/dusk, use of fine-mesh screens

where feasible)

* Monitor for signs of disease: fever, nasal discharge, drooling, tongue
swelling, abortions or fertility issues

* Report any suspected cases immediately (BTV is a notifiable disease,
despite compulsory testing no longer being in place)

Please feel free to contact us to discuss the vaccine options,

administration and cost. We're here to belp you to safeguard

your animals, their productivity and your peace of mind.
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Christmas Hours

Over the Christmas period our office will be
open as follows - outside of these hours we will
of course be offering our normal emergency

service on 07850 230803

Tuesday 23rd December - 8.15am-5pm (normal
hours)

‘Wednesday 24th December - 8.15am-5pm

(normal hours)
Thursday 25th December - Emergency Only
Friday 26th December - Emergency Only

Saturday 27th December - Emergency Only
office open 8:30-11am for medicine collection

Sunday 28th December - Emergency Only

Monday 29th December - 8.15am-5pm (normal
hours)

Tuesday 30th December - 8.15am-5pm (normal

hours)

‘Wednesday 31st December - 8.15am-5pm
(normal hours)

Thursday 1st January 2026 - Emergency Only

Friday 2nd January 2026 - as normal

Alpaca Plasma Drive

If you have breeding alpacas and could
benefit from a plasma collection day,
so that plasma from healthy adult
alpacas can be stored ready for use in
crias suffering from failure of passive
transfer next breeding season - please
contact us.
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