Scarsdale Vets

Chantal Bryant BVM&S
MSc MRCVS

Summer is here and
the temperatures have
| been high, but we are

still having plenty of
wet weather.

Conditions have been ideal to produce high
numbers of flies, as the eggs and larvae do
well in warm wet conditions leading to a
population explosion.

Flies can cause or contribute to many
different diseases, for example blowfly

strike (which unfortunately we have already
seen several cases of this year), summer
mastitis and New Forest eye. Controlling flies
will help control all these diseases. The recent
mild winters mean many flies and eggs will
have survived the winter and so a greater
number will have been around to reproduce
this spring.

It is important to have an all-encompassing
approach to fly control rather than a
reactive, “I have a problem, now what do I
do?” approach.

Dairy cattle will come across two distinct
insect populations; those found at pasture
and those that are in and around the
collecting yards and milking parlours. Ear
tags and pour-ons are good at controlling
flies in grazing herds as they kill biting flies,
but are less effective against non-biting flies

. N \ \ ‘! \\“
: IR
AN N
that feed on the skin and surface fluids as
they may not receive a lethal dose.

It is necessary to have different control
methods in and around the milking parlour
— ultraviolet lamps, fly paper and insecticidal
paint are all options. Flies breed in organic
matter, so if everywhere is clean and free
from manure, waste food and dirty standing
water, they will struggle. Efforts to eliminate
organic matter around the farmyard are also
useful to control rats and other vermin, while
having clean premises will reduce the risk of
bacterial diseases like digital dermatitis.

For cattle, we have a good price on Spotinor
at the moment (WHP 0d milk, 17d meat)
which will help prevent flies for 4-8 weeks.

A 2.5L pack, which will treat 250 animals,

is £150+VAT.

Blowfly Strike

Post-calving cattle are especially at risk from
blowfly strike if the vulva is torn or inflamed.
Any wounds will also be a risk for fly strike.
We try to avoid doing any bloody procedures
at this time of year (e.g. castrations and
dehorning) to limit the risk, but we will apply
fly control at the time of any unavoidable
surgeries such as a displaced abomasum or
a caesarean.

Blowfly strike can easily kill sheep. In animals
that survive there can be significant hide and
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fleece damage, and the body condition of
the animal often suffers. The usual suspect is
the green bottle fly (Lucilia sericata). Control
is multifactorial and requires good flock
management and chemical treatment. One
adult can lay 200 eggs in one go, which
hatch within 24 hours. This means that
within a single day a sheep can go from
looking clear to being riddled with maggots.
This is why it is vital to check your sheep at
least daily.

Blowfly Strike Risks
Warm weather
High humidity (summer rain)
Undocked tails (in lowland flocks)
Faecal soiling (daggy sheep)

Lowland flocks

High blowfly numbers
Foot rot

Head wounds in rams
Wounds

Thick fleeced breeds

Lack of preventative insecticide use

continued on page 2.
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Flies, continued from page 1.
Blowfly Strike Control Strategies:
Good parasitic worm control

Tail docking (in lowland flocks)

Dagging & crutching

Foot rot management
Shearing

Frequent flock inspection, especially at high risk

times

Appropriate insecticide use

Treatment

Plunge dipping provides up to eight weeks
protection, but it is labour intensive and requires
good maintenance of the dip solution to
eliminate the risk of faecal contamination and
remain effective.

Pour-on treatments with pyrethroid and insect
growth regulators have advantages in requiring
less handling and may give longer protection. Their
main disadvantage is if applied before shearing
the active ingredient will be lost with the wool
when it is cut off. The control regime with the most
success in reducing fly strike losses and death is an
early ewe treatment (pre-shearing) with

a short-acting product, followed by a treatment
after shearing with a long-acting product. The

Table of the main treatments

Product Name

Example
Diazinon Plunge Dip  Osmonds Gold

Fleece Dip
Diclany! IGR Clik

Clikzin

Cypermethrin  Pyrethroid

Ectofly

Deltamethrin

Pyrethroid

Spotinor

6-8 weeks

No Yes

lambs should have a long-acting product at the
start of the season, which will protect them for the
majority of the summer.

Insect growth regulators kill the young larvae

so are no good once an infection has become
established but work well for prevention. As well as
flock treatment, farmers should try to identify and
treat the animals most at risk. Flies are attracted to
sheep mainly through their sense of smell, so
individuals with conditions such as faecal soiling
of the rear end caused by heavy worm burdens

or foot rot are likely to be targeted by flies. They
should thus be treated for these predisposing
conditions to reduce the risk of infestation.

Animals which are affected with blowfly strike need
to be clipped and cleaned. The larger maggots
need to be removed and placed into either spirit or
bleach to kill them. The animal will be painful and
there is a big risk of infection. Treat with antibiotics
and anti-inflammatories to help with the
discomfort. Topical treatment can be used to kill
any of the smaller maggots that are not visible yet.

Fly strike and other fly-related diseases have
considerable cost and welfare implications, so
should be controlled from early in the season.
Prevention is definitely better than cure when it
comes to flies. An animal that dies as the result of
fly strike could lead to prosecution under animal
welfare legislation.

Please contact us at the surgery if you would like
to discuss any of this or for help with prevention.

Withhold

Prevention Treatment Price Ex VAT
Meat

8 Weeks 49 days

16 weeks  No 40days  2.2L for £100

8 weeks No 7 days 2.2| for £78

8 days 5L for £57.50

35days £2.5Lfor £150

| Welcome to Flavia
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Come and visit us at
Ashby Show on
Sunday 9th July

Find out more about Clarifide
Genomic Testing, enter our prize
draw to win a hamper and come
and meet the team!

Flavia graduated in Sassari (Sardinia,
Italy) in 2016 and she joins us as a
TB tester.

She has participated in the Vet Erasmus Experience
¥ (avocational and educational training programme)
in Belgium, Spain and Wales. She chose to gain

1 experience in different countries so that she could
improve her knowledge of foreign languages and learn as much as
possible, allowing her to work efficiently as a vet.

Flavia is very enthusiastic and very interested in farm animal
medicine. She also likes cooking, walking in the countryside on
sunny days and travelling (and taking selfies with animals!).
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Contact us:

FARM & EQUINE CENTRE
Markeaton Lane, Markeaton,
Derby DE22 4NH

Tel: (01332) 294929

MAIN HOSPITAL

Pride Veterinary Centre,
Riverside Road, Derby
DE24 8HX

Tel: (01332) 678333

PARK FARM
Park Farm Centre, Allestree,
Derby DE22 2QQ

Tel: (01332) 554422

DUFFIELD
15 Town Street, Duffield
Derby DE56 4EH

Tel: (01332) 841700

MICKLEOVER

3 Vicarage Road,
Mickleover,
Derby DE3 OEA

Tel: (01332) 518585

HILTON

6 Witham Close
Egginton Road, Hilton
Derby DE65 5]R

Tel: (01283) 732999

OAKWOOD

Unit 9, Oakwood District
Centre, Oakwood,

Derby DE21 2HT

Tel: (01332) 666500

SHELTON LOCK

247 Chellaston Road,
Shelton Lock

Derby DE24 9EG

Tel: (01332) 700321

THE SPRINGWOOD
VETERINARY CENTRE

90 Spring Terrace Road
Stapenhill, Burton-on-Trent
DE15 9DX

Tel: (01283) 568162
STRETTON
36 The Green, Stretton,

Burton-on-Trent
DE13 OEQ

Tel: (01283) 565333

post@scarsdalevets.com

Please note that telephone calls
are recorded for quality and
monitoring purposes.




