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Not many people enjoy going to the dentist, but we all know regular check-ups can prevent issues
later in life. Your horses’ dental health is no different. Their diet consists of tough fibrous forage
and they need an optimal grinding surface to ensure they get the most nutrients out of it.

A horses’ adult teeth are very long, and continuously erupt as the surface is worn down. Abnormal
wear on the teeth can lead to the formation of sharp edges and hooks which can cause ulcers
against the gum and tongue, both of these can be very painful. A horses’ prey animal-like nature
means they can act incredibly stoic in response to pain and tend to not show signs of discomfort
until the dental pain is too much. Young horses have softer, baby teeth which can wear faster than
in adults. This can mean that hooks can form more quickly. They are also growing and changing,
so small dental problems can worsen if not nipped in the bud. This is why it is important that
younger horses under 6 years are checked at least every 6 months.

Advantages of using your vet
vs a dental technician

How to recognise dental
problems?
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*" Having regular dentals in ridden horses ensures that your horse responds well to the rider and
"i. reduces fussiness on the bit. It can also ensure your horse is getting the most from their diet to
: = maintain performance.
]r || H I”u I"””W”j'u’ Senior horses are the most prone to dental disease as the tooth growth changes as they age. They
| k L werl are far more prone to tooth loss, gaps between teeth which traps food and periodontal disease
(inflammation of the gums which can be very painful).
. LMl Depending on your horse, we recommend a dental exam every 6 to 12 months with a rasp if it is
':‘," e required. Sometimes the vet may need to sedate your horse, this is so that the most complete oral
i‘: exam can be carried out and improves safety for your horse, the vet and yourself.
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ITS LAW BY OCTOBER 2020 UNSURE IF YOUR HORS
IS MICRO-CHIPPED?
If horse owners do not If you are at all unsure
microchip their horses by whether or not your horse
October 2020 they could face is chipped let us know and

sanctions from their local when we come out for any
authority including a routine work we can scan Pros to Microchipping:
compliance notice and, as a them to see if your horse
last resort, a fine of up to £200 is chipped.

*xKeep the cost down even more:* *
e Check if your horse also needs a routine vaccination/dental or health
check

e Are there other people on your yard that need their horses
chipped/checked/vaccinated/teeth, if so share the visit charge.
o Don't forget if we examine, vaccinate or perform a dental on FIVE or more

NO visit charge will be applied.
CORONAVIRUS AND EQUINE DENTALS SPECIAL OFFER!

Could you be the face

of our next
The Kernow Farm and Equine worm care package costs just newsletter?
£55 a year! We would like you to send us a
Let us take the worry out of worming, worms are kept under control picture of your horse, each
helping to keep your horses healthy and active. newsletter will feature a new
For more information call us on 01208 76403 photo of the month! Please send

MEET THE TEAM to Ruth at

Although many of our vets conduct equine work, the most familiar faces you el ETmeEmEme e me.ee
will see are below, from left to right we have Alistair Todd, Anna Wilkinson and
Kitty Jenkins. We are on call 24/7 should you need us in an emergency and
always at the end of the phone for some friendly advice. Contact us on 01208 AN EXCITING OFFER FOR
KERNOW FARM AND

EQUINE CLIENTS

FIVE FOR FREE!




